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you consider this presumptuous, please forgive me. I put these thoughts
of mine before you on this occasion after fourteen years of study
and contemplation and seven years of practice.
Respects from
MOHANDAS
From the Gujarati: Makatma Gandhijina Patro, ed. by D. M. Patel, Sevak Karya-
laya, Ahmedabad; 1921, and from the Hindi: Prabhudas Gandhi: Jwan-Prdbkati
Sasta Sahitya Mandal, New Delhi; 1954
133.   INTERVIEW TO "THE STAR"
[JOHANNESBURG,
Before May 16, 1908]
As the leading member of the community most concerned, Mr. M. K. Gandhi,
the Johannesburg lawyer, is entitled to a very considerable audience on the subject
of the legislation which Natal proposes .regarding its Indians....
With reference to the first Bill that is to stop indentured immigra-
tion, so far as I am aware every Indian will welcome it. The only regret
Will be that the stopping did not come sooner, and that it is still not to
come for two years. Had indentured labour from India not been im-
ported, there would have been no Indian question in South Africa. Of
course, the reason for Indian satisfaction may not be, and is not, the
same as that for European satisfaction. Indians consider that the system
of indentures is of little, if any, benefit to India as a whole or to the
Indians concerned. It does not tend to the elevation or progress of the
indentured people,' and in the words of the late Sir William Wilson
Hunter1, the official historian of India, it is a state of semi-slavery.
As to the two other Bills, they are open to very serious objection.
I have never heard of such legislation in any British Colony. The
first of these two licensing Bills contemplates the stopping of all new
licences in Natal. This means the stopping of the removal of the same
business from one place to another, because as soon as a trader removes
to another place, it is considered to be a new business and a further
licence is necessary. This Bill, if it becomes law, must mean ruin, practi-
cally, to Indian traders. Why should not the partner of a man who holds
a licence in his own name, as soon as he severs his connection with the
partnership, be able to take out a licence for himself? And yet prohibi-
tion to trade will be the effect of this Bill. There are many other
1 (1840-1900); wrote a number of books on India and the Empire, including
Indian Empire, compiled the Imperial Gazetteer of India in 14 volumes; member of the
Viceroy's Legislative Council, 1881-7; on retirement, became member of the British
Committee of the Indian National Congress in London, and from 1890, contributed
to The Times on Indian affairs.